Survey of Michigan Bass Anglers Regarding Black Bass Season Regulations

**This survey is NOT distributed by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR). **This survey is distributed by the Michigan Bass Anglers coalition. PLEASE RETURN TO THE MICHIGAN BASS ANGLER COALITION MEMBER WHO DISTRIBUTED THE SURVEY TO YOU or mail to Michigan Bass Anglers, 2032 Mary Ave, Lansing, MI 48910. Copies will be provided to the MDNR.
Here are all the original scenarios from the SALBRC report along with an alternate scenario presented by the Michigan BASS Chapter Federation during the public meetings (closed means no catching or attempting to catch bass):

· Scenario 1: Possession from January 1 through March 15; Closed season from March 16 until the last Saturday in April; Then possession through December 31.

The MDNR rejected this scenario before going to the public. No widespread support for this scenario. No group endorsement.

· Scenario 2: Catch-and-Immediate-Release from January 1 until the Saturday preceding Memorial Day; Then possession through December 31.

The MDNR rejected this scenario before going to the public. Several online and written surveys showed individual and club support for this scenario. No group endorsement.

· Scenario 3: Closed from January 1 until the Saturday preceding Memorial Day; Then possession through December 31 – some exceptions such as Lake St. Clair. This is the present regulation where it is illegal to take or attempt to take bass during the closed season.
The MDNR supports this scenario. No group endorsements. Some individual support although many anglers say they are supporting it as a better alternative than scenarios 4, 5, or 6, the changes the MDNR is presently limiting the public to.

· Scenario 4: Possession from January 1 through March 15; Closed March 16 until the last Saturday in April (lower peninsula) or May 15 (upper peninsula); Catch-and Immediate-Release from the last Saturday in April (LP) or May 15 (UP) until the 3rd Saturday in June; Possession from the 3rd Saturday in June through December 31.

The MDNR supports this scenario. No group endorsements. Rejected by the Michigan Bass Anglers coalition.

· Scenario 5: Catch-and-Immediate-Release from January 1 through March 15; Closed March 16 until the last Saturday in April (lower peninsula) or May 15 (upper peninsula); Catch-and Immediate-Release from the last Saturday in April (LP) or May 15 (UP) until the 3rd Saturday in June; Possession from the 3rd Saturday in June through December 31.

The MDNR supports this scenario. No group endorsements. Rejected by the Michigan Bass Anglers coalition.

· Scenario 6: Closed January 1 to the last Saturday in April; Catch-and Immediate-Release from the last Saturday in April (LP) or May 15 (UP) until the 3rd Saturday in June; Possession from the 3rd Saturday in June through December 31.

The MDNR supports this scenario. No group endorsements. Rejected by the Michigan Bass Anglers coalition.

· Scenario 7: Closed January 1 through July 14; Possession from July 15 through December 31.

The MDNR rejected this scenario. No group endorsements. Rejected by the Michigan Bass Anglers coalition.

· Scenario 8: Closed January 1 through the last Saturday in April (LP) or May 15 (UP); Catch-and-Release from the last Saturday in April (LP) or May 15 (UP) until the Saturday preceding Memorial Day; Possession from the Saturday preceding Memorial Day through December 31.  Catch-and-Release regulations from April 1st until the Friday preceding Memorial Day shall remain in effect on Holloway Reservoir, Hardy Pond, Muskegon Lake, Cass Lake, Pontiac Lake and Kent Lake.

Submitted by the Michigan BASS Chapter Federation. The MDNR has previously stated that alternate scenarios will not be allowed during public meetings and possibly phone polls. Endorsed by the Michigan BASS Chapter Federation, the Bass Anglers Sportsman Society, and the Michigan Bass Anglers coalition.
Please Note: The “black bass” or “bass” means smallmouth and largemouth bass.

General background information

1.
Did you read the SALBRC report the MDNR produced? If no, skip to question 4.


____Yes
____No

2.
Do you believe the SALBRC report is accurate, i.e. the MDNR looked at all the available science and made a sound report?

____Yes
____No

3.
Do you feel the SALBRC report is biased?


____Yes
____No

4.
Do you believe all options for a bass fishing season change should be presented to the public to let the public decide what they would like rather than having anyone limit the options the public can choose from?


____Yes
____No

5.
Do you believe the MDNR should withhold and/or take away any bass fishing opportunity when they say they have no actual scientific evidence proving they need to?


____Yes
____No

6.
Do you believe the MDNR needs to take away 3 to 4 weeks of the existing catch-and-keep bass season to offset 4 weeks of catch-and-release they might add in May?


____Yes
____No

7.
Do you feel bass fishing in Michigan on average has gotten better or worse in the past 20 years?


___much better   ___somewhat better   ___somewhat worse   ___much worse   ___undecided

8.
Is the traditional bass season opening weekend important to you?


___very important


___somewhat important


___somewhat unimportant


___very unimportant


___undecided

41. If you prefer one of the scenarios listed above please check which one.


___I have no preference


___Scenario 1 is my preference


___Scenario 2 is my preference


___Scenario 3 (the current bass season) is my preference


___Scenario 4 is my preference


___Scenario 5 is my preference


___Scenario 6 is my preference


___Scenario 7 is my preference


___Scenario 8 is my preference

Name: ______________________________

Complete Address: ________________________________________________________________________

Thank you for your cooperation. Your input is important to us. Please return this completed survey before you leave the meeting! The space to the above right can be used to provide more comments.
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