If you agree with this alternate scenario endorsed by the Michigan BASS Chapter Federation and the Michigan Bass Anglers coalition, please MENTION it in your statements or writing to the MDNR

An Alternative Proposal to the Michigan Black Bass Fishing Season

As recommended by the anglers of Michigan

Scenario 8: Closed Jan 1 through the last Saturday in April (LP) or May 15 (UP); Catch-and-Release from the last Saturday in April (LP) or May 15 (UP) until the Saturday preceding Memorial Day; possession from the Saturday preceding Memorial Day through December 31.  Catch-and-Release regulations from April 1st until the Friday preceding Memorial Day shall remain in effect on Holloway Reservoir, Hardy Pond, Muskegon Lake, Cass Lake, Pontiac Lake and Kent Lake.

Based on the lack of any conclusive scientific evidence regarding impacts on recruitment to bass populations from fishing prior to and during the spawn, or evidence that expanded legal or illegal bass fishing in Michigan over the past decade has harmed the bass population, Michigan bass anglers can only support changes to fishing regulations that provide additional angling opportunities through a Catch-and-Release bass season beginning the last Saturday in April, while maintaining the current bass possession season.  Any other alternative regulation is unacceptable.

This scenario:

A. Provides additional bass angling opportunities to the people of Michigan.

B. Maintains the present opening day, which has been used for 33 years and so would continue fishing traditions around this historical event.

C. Would reduce illegal fishing pressure and simplify enforcement efforts by the DNR.

D. Preserves a state-wide, uniform closed bass season during walleye, muskellunge and northern pike spawning periods and so would discourage human disruption of these species by bass anglers during this time.

E. Would result in positive economic benefits to local businesses during the spring.

The bass anglers of Michigan believe that this scenario is a better alternative than those proposed by DNR Fisheries Division.  The four scenarios currently recommended by DNR are unjustly conservative, and are based exclusively on assumptions that individual fish spawning success is the key factor in bass recruitment (number of bass surviving to 1 year of age).  Research has demonstrated that the number of nesting bass is not a predictor of the number fry that will survive to the next year.  Weather and available habitat play the most important role on bass recruitment success, not anglers.

